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Kingsley Aikins 

Registration, Lunch, Tea, Coffee 

Conference Opening with Minister Patrick O’Donovan TD,  

Minister of State for Tourism and Sport 

James Galvin, CEO, Federation of Irish Sport

Panel discussion: “Context and setting out the financial landscape for sport in 

Ireland- Challenges and Opportunities’’

Jack Gleeson  (Executive Director, Irish Sailing Foundation) 

James Wynne (Client Director, Onside) 

Dennis O’Connor (Director, 2into3)

Panel discussion: “The NGB Experience, Case studies & Key Learnings”

Susan Moloney (Operations Manager, Irish Olympic Handball) 

Warren Deutrom (CEO, Cricket Ireland)

Ciaran Gallagher (CEO, Gymnastics Ireland)

Paul Green (Hon Gen Treasurer, Irish Judo Association)

Tea & Coffee Break 

Keynote address with Sara Liebscher, Senior Director of Athletics Advancement, 

University of Notre Dame 

Round Table Discussions, Questions and Answers

Conference Closing with David Williams, Chairman, Federation of Irish Sport

Networking

Event ends
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S C H E D U L E
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Sara Liebscher is in her 13th year in Development with the University of Notre Dame, 

where she serves as the Senior Director of Athletics Advancement, overseeing the 

fundraising efforts and operations for all Athletics priorities and serving as the liaison 

between the Athletics and Development Departments. Under her leadership, an initiative 

to fully endow all of the University’s coaching and athletics scholarships was launched 

and her team is raising record funding for the 26 varsity sports. Sara holds both a 

Bachelors in American Studies (1991) and an MBA (1993) from the University, and was a 

four-year monogram winner and captain of the women’s basketball team.

Prior to returning to the University, Sara spent four years in National Corporate Banking 

at PNC Bank in Pittsburgh and Cincinnati managing a portfolio of Fortune 500 companies, and served as the 

Associate Head Women’s Basketball Coach at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee from 1996-2002. Under 

Sara’s leadership the Rockne Heritage Fund has grown nearly 150% in annual expendable revenue in support 

of discretionary funding; and a new Boathouse and Track and Field Facility have been built. Sara has also been 

involved in the new $400M Campus Crossroads project. Sara has also served as a volunteer youth basketball 

coach and as a mentor for the Building Bridges multicultural program, in addition to recently joining the Women’s 

Advisory Board for Habitat for Humanity.



MC: Kingsley Aikins 
Kingsley Aikins is founder and CEO of Diaspora Matters, a Dublin based consultancy company that advises 

countries, cities, regions, companies and organisations on how to develop strategies to connect with their 

Diasporas. He has worked with over 30 countries helping them develop strategies and devise policies, 

projects and programmes. He believes all countries possess Diaspora Capital which he defines as the 

overseas resources available to a country, city, location or organisation and is made up of flows of people, 

finance and knowledge. He produced an extensive Global Diaspora Strategies Toolkit which was launched 

at the Hillary Clinton Global Diaspora Conference in Washington in 2011. He is a recognised expert on 

Networking and has written and spoken extensively on the topic and has run workshops and online/offline 

Networking Training Programmes for Google, Linkedin, Accenture, Intel, PwC, Bank of Ireland, Towers 

Watson and a number of the leading law firms. He led The Ireland Funds for 21 years, mostly based in 

Boston - USA. In his time with the Funds over a quarter of a billion dollars was raised for projects in Ireland.

P A N E L

Jack Gleeson  
Jack trained in KPMG where he qualified as an accountant specialising in corporate restructuring and 

insolvency. He has acted as High Court Examiner, Receiver and Liquidator and has held roles as interim 

manager, business strategist, non- executive director and company chairman. He has advised business 

executives, accountants and lawyers on team building, communication and leadership and has been a 

coach and mentor to business and sports people. 

Jack has advised banks on stressed loans and has been engaged by accountants and solicitors to advise 

clients in difficult trading situations. He was appointed Executive Director of the newly formed Irish Sailing 

Foundation in 2015, and charged with seeking philanthropic support for the high performance pathway of 

the Irish Sailing Association.

James Wynne 
James Wynne is Client Director at ONSIDE, a leading management consultancy specialising in sponsorship. At 

ONSIDE, James manages the breath of solutions offered to clients across the full sponsorship cycle. James is a 

highly-experienced marketing and communications professional specialising in the sports and entertainment 

sector with sixteen years’ experience in the industry. Previously, James managed integrated marketing 

programmes for brands across multiple sectors, most recently, Digicel and its ground-breaking partnerships 

with Usain Bolt, the West Indies Cricket team and Chelsea F.C. 

While at Digicel Group, James was also Head of Marketing at the Caribbean Premier League where he helped 

build the brand from its inception in 2013 to one of the top three T20 brands in world cricket. Up to 2012, James 

was Director of Sport at Slattery agency (now PSG) working with the firm’s top clients including the Irish Rugby 

Football Union, Diageo, Allianz, O2, Toyota, PUMA and Ladbrokes among others.

Dennis O’Connor 
Dennis O’Connor is the Director of 2into3. Dennis advises clients on strategy, fundraising and talent 

acquisition operating in a range of sectors from Health and Education to Sports. 

Dennis began his career as a lecturer in the Department of Management at University College Cork. He 

held a number of senior management roles with Dairygold Co-op and Glanbia Plc before entering the not-

for-profit sector where he has served as Director of S.H.A.R.E and Executive Director of Clongowes Wood 

College Foundation before establishing 2into3 in 2006. 2into3 have worked on consulting and recruitment 

assignments to diversify and grow non state income with a range of Governing Bodies such as The Camogie 

Association, Irish Sailing Association/Irish Sailing Foundation, Hockey Ireland, Munster GAA and Swim 

Ireland and a range of Sports Clubs to secure Sports Capital Grants. In 2013, 2into3, in partnership with the 

Federation co-authored, ‘Funding Irish Sport, Can Philanthropy play a Role?’ 



#iresportPARTNERS, EXHIBITORS & SUPPORTERS

Warren Deutrom  
Warren Deutrom is Chief Executive of Cricket Ireland. In his 10-year tenure, Ireland has grown in 

stature in world cricket to the cusp of major nation status. Warren has been in cricket administration 

for more than 19 years, including stints as head of events for both the International Cricket Council 

(ICC) and for the England Cricket Board. He is one of three representatives of 97 ICC members at the 

ICC Chief Executives Committee, a member of ICC’s Development Committee, and member of the 

Irish Sport Anti-doping Disciplinary Panel. He is married, and has two children, aged 12 and 10.

Ciaran Gallagher 
Ciaran Gallagher joined Gymnastics Ireland in December 2006 as National Development Officer. 

During his time with the organisation he has led the modernisation drive within the organisation 

that has seen the profile of the sport greatly improve in Ireland. From 2006 through to 2017 he has 

overseen the growth of the organisation from a membership base of approx 5000 to 25,000, an 

annual turnover of circa €200k to €2 million, Irelands first qualified gymnasts to the Olympic Games 

and first European medal. Ciaran played a significant role on the development of the National Indoor 

Arena with the former National Sports Campus Development Authority and now Sport Ireland since 

2008 to provide a huge missing piece of sports infrastructure that was severely lacking for the sport 

in Ireland. Ciaran is an ex international gymnast representative of Northern Ireland.

Paul Green 
Paul Green is the principal in the firm of Paul Green Accountancy and Taxation Limited, Paul 

commenced as a sole practitioner on 1 February 2001 trading as Paul Green Chartered Accountant 

and Registered Auditor. Paul is a native of Derry City and was educated at Saint Columb’s College 

in Derry and completed his accountancy degree at Queen University Belfast in 1991. Paul qualified 

as a chartered accountant in 1996 and gained his auditing certificate in 2001 from the Institute of 

Chartered Accountants in Ireland. Paul has a keen interest in judo and currently holds a Fifth Dan 

black belt. Paul is Head Coach at Konarakai Judo Club in Derry and is also Assistant National Coach 

for judo in Northern Ireland. Paul is the Hon Gen Treasurer of the Irish Judo Association and is 

responsible for the financial strategy and budgets of the Association.

Susan Moloney 
Susan was involved in Olympic handball as a volunteer for over 3 years prior to coming to work for 

the Association in 2007 on a fulltime basis.  She gained a wealth of experience in the restaurant 

management and the travel industry prior to joining the association.  Susan is an OCI delegate 

for IOHA and also attends European and International Handball events and meetings as the 

IOHA representative.  As the sole employee of the IOHA she is responsible for overseeing and 

implementing the strategic plan in conjunction with the volunteers.

Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital for Sick Children is a cause close to her heart and she has been a 

volunteer fundraiser for them for over 20 years and in the course of this time has taken on Everest 

Base Camp, Mount Kenya and many other challenges to raise funds for the hospital.

Susan is also the holder of an England Handball Association (EHA) Level 1 Certificate in Coaching 

Handball and European Handball Federation Referee & Delegate certificate.


